CHAPTEE  XXXII
THE NAVIGATORS' CHART

1898

ON the 2d of September, 1898, quite two months after the
battle of July 3d, and three days after the commissioner had
sailed from New York for Porto Rico, a board, known as the
Navigators, composed of the navigating officers of the several
ships, was convened to plot the positions of the ships engaged
at several moments of the combat. It was made their duty to
reconcile, as far a>s possible, all discrepancies in the data ob-
tained, and to state their reason for the locations given to the
vessels.

The commissioner to Porto Rico was never Informed that
such a board was contemplated, nor did he know, except through
the press, until after his return in November from the duties
assigned him by the President, that this board had met and had
submitted its report. At no time was he consulted or requested
by any one to give any opinion or information that could have
assisted the board's deliberations or helped it to reach the con-
elusions submitted.

He learned, after his return, that no commanding officer,
except Captain Chadwick of the New York, and possibly Cap-
tain Cook on the last day of its session, had been consulted by
this board. As there were at least three of the members of this
board who had not witnessed the battle from beginning to end,
the conclusions they arrived at and presented in the form of a
chart of the battle could only have been reached from hearsay
information. This fact probably accounts for the inaccuracy
of the chart submitted with the report made on October 8,
1898, and which the judge advocate general of the Navy was
forced to abandon before the court of inquiry in 1901 as inac-
curate and, therefore, unreliable.

Commander Heilner, who was a member of the board of navi-

353
